Vincent Van Gogh– Art Masterpiece
Stary Night City

Use fluorescent and or Tempura paint for the background/sky.
Kids make swirls, spots and dribbles with their paints. Cut out
Black city scape. Use scrap paper to fill in windows and door elements.
This painting is called Starry Night. Vincent Van Gogh painted it in
1889 while he was in the hospital. This painting is a view from his
bedroom window in the French countryside. Notice the curly cypress tree. See the mountains. Although the scene is of the evening, he painted during the day.

Vincent van Gogh was born on March, 30th 1853 in a village in the southern Netherlands, to Theodorus van Gogh, a minister. Vincent's sister
described him as a serious and introspective child.
In 1860 Vincent began attending the village school. He remained there for only one year, and then continued his education in his home with his
sister Anna, until he was sent away to boarding school in 1864. In 1866 he began attending middle school, where he was given his first instruction in drawing.
Van Gogh spent his young adult life working for art dealers. He also took an interest in the vocation of his father, and became a missionary
worker in an impoverished mining region in Belgium in 1879. In the following year Vincent took the suggestion of his brother Theo, and decided
to become a painter. After several years of study he completed his first major work.
In the beginning, van Gogh limited his color pallet to dark colors. When he encountered Impressionism and Neo-Impressionism in Paris his style
changed, incorporating brighter colors and developing a painterly style that was uniquely recognizable. Van Gogh worked hard, and produced
more than 2,000 paintings, drawings and sketches in the last ten years of his life. His best-known works were created in the last two years, a
time in which he suffered from mental illness which eventually led to his suicide.
Vincent van Gogh died on July 29, 1890, having produced some of the best known and most expensive works of art in the world today. His
painting The Starry Night (1869) has become one of the most celebrated art masterpieces of all time. Van Gogh pioneered the art movement
that came to be known as Expressionism, and dramatically influenced the art of the 20th century. Some say that during his lifetime he only sold
one painting. It is a fact though that he would trade paintings for art supplies, and the dealers sold some of those paintings. He had no idea he
would become so famous, but after his death people began to appreciate his work. One of his paintings sold for $82.5 million. That's the most
anyone has ever paid for a painting.

